
The CEA is pleased to 
welcome Dr. Tony 
Nelson as its first 
Regional Director. He 
will serve as a catalyst 
to develop church 
planting partnerships in 
the Inland Northwest.  
His half-time role will 

include primary responsibility for projects in eastern 
Washington and Idaho.   
 
Tony & Disa share our conviction that church 

planting is a team sport.  As a couple, they have 
faithfully started and/or served churches in 
Nebraska, Arizona and Sandpoint, Idaho where they 
recently concluded a 22 year ministry.   
 
In November the Nelsons relocated to Coeur 
d’Alene, Idaho, where Tony will base his work as 
CEA Regional Director and ready his new book 
Crazy Life for publication later this year.  Disa, an 
extraordinary entrepreneur herself, will continue her 
35 year career as an Executive Sales Director with 
Mary Kay. 
 
Together, Tony & Disa share a passion for 
encouraging and mentoring leaders.  They’ll assist 
Jim & Leslie Penhollow (Planter Care Directors) to 
support church planting couples. 
 
In the past decade, the CEA has started 6 new 
churches in the Inland Northwest, most of those in 
partnership with the Intermountain Church Planting 
Assn and supporting churches. With Tony’s help, 
increased support and more partnering churches, 
we’re planning to double that number in the decade 
ahead! 
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The CEA will welcome four interns to serve with 
our church planting teams in Alaska, Washington & 
Oregon this summer. 
 
We are grateful for the opportunity to invest in the 
training and experience of these gifted young 
leaders.  Pray for them as they conclude their 
academic year, raise funds for their expenses and 
prepare for a life-changing ministry experience this 
summer!  

 

 
Sam Antosh (Boise Bible College) 

will serve with Journey Church in  
Fairbanks, AK. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hunter Croft (Boise Bible College) 

will serve with The Branch in 
Vancouver, WA. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mariah Tachick (Ozark Christian 

College) will serve with The Branch 
in Vancouver, WA. 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Menefee (Ozark Christian 

College) will serve with Church of 
the City in Portland, OR. 

NEW FACES in NEW PLACES 



In December the Mont's family arrived in Seattle and settled into an apartment 
in the Lower Queen Anne neighborhood, north and west of the Seattle Center, 
where they plan to launch a new church later this year. 
 
To connect with their neighbors, Aaron has joined the Community Action 
Committee, the neighborhood association, and is coaching a Junior High 
boy’s Little League team. Tracy is connecting with mom's groups, 
neighborhood yoga studios, and together they’re a part of a weekend running 
group.  Even the youngest member of the Mont's team, Elliott (4yrs), is 
networking and arranging playdates with new friends at her nearby preschool. 
 
Aaron says, “we're meeting a lot of great people and trying to figure out what 
makes the people of Seattle tick so that we can best communicate the gospel 

of Jesus here in this place.”  
 
Aaron and Tracy are asking for help with two very specific requests: 
 

1. Would you continue to pray for God to provide divine connections and relationships we can 
 develop and cultivate? 
 

2. Do you know anyone here in Seattle? If so, would you take a minute to help us connect with them by an 
email  or Facebook introduction?  (facebook.com/seattlepartnership or aaron.monts@gmail.com) 

Aaron & Tracy Monts 

New Hope Christian Church held their first worship service at Mountlake Terrace High School in 1997.  
Greenwood Christian Church sent their Associate Minister, Steve Schertzinger, to start this new work in 
partnership with the CEA.  David Ladd became Associate Minister at New Hope in 2000.  Two years later, when 
Steve left to plant New Hope Community Church in Marysville, WA, David became the lead pastor.   
 
In 2005 the church relocated to permanent facilities in South Everett, purchasing the former Evergreen Christian 

Church property from Puget Sound Christian College.  The church is 
in the process of selling two acres of their property.  This will allow 
them to pay off the substantial debt they’ve carried for a decade and 
free up a greater percentage of their income for local ministry, global 
missions and church planting. 
 
Under the leadership of David and Associate Minister, Shawn Smith, 
New Hope is making a significant difference in their neighborhood.  
They have established flourishing ministries in nearby elementary and 
middle schools.  The congregation has gained the respect and favor of 
their neighbors by cleaning and painting graffiti and doing other 
simple acts of kindness in their transient neighborhood.  
 
More info about NHCC is available @ www.nhcc.org. 

Where are they now?—New Hope Christian Church 



In 2000 I founded a regional church planting organization that I envisioned helping 
start many new churches here in the Northwest.  But I soon learned that money was 
an indispensable commodity for launching healthy new churches - and my fledgling 
organization had none! 

Then in 2002 came an invitation from the CEA to serve as its Executive Director.  As 
I like to tell the story, they married me for my good looks and my vision for 
multiplying churches and I married them for their money.  The truth is that its been a 
wonderful “marriage” of nearly 15 years that has proven to be rewarding and fruitful 
both for me personally and for the CEA.  And obviously, as my picture clearly 
proves, my “good looks” were a non-factor. 

Working toward the launch of CEA’s 30th new church start since 2002, I continue to be impressed by the critical 
component financial support has in every project.  And more importantly, I’m impressed by the Lord’s timely 
provision of needed support through His people.  While we’ve had a few churches fail and close, its never been 
because of a lack of funds. God always provides and He’s always on time - seldom early - but always on time. 

Essentially, there are three sources of financial support through which the 
Lord provides for each new church we plant (see chart).   

Approximately one-third of the start-up funds for each new church come 
from individual Christian brothers and sisters, located all across the 
country, who give generously above and beyond their support of their own 
local church to help meet the needs of a specific planter and project.   

Another third of the financial support for each plant comes from a 
partnership of three to six parent-churches that give a combined amount of 
at least $150K over three to four years.   

The final third of each project’s funding comes from the offerings of the 
new church itself, starting small at the outset and growing over three to 
five years until the church is financially self-sustaining. 

Each part is essential and attempting to start a healthy, growing new work and despite the seeming complexity of 
this funding matrix, its essentially quite simple. It’s as simple as trusting in God’s faithful, timely provision of 
the necessary resources to accomplish His will. It’s as simple as each of us giving according to our ability, and 
even beyond to establish and extend His Kingdom here on earth.  It’s as simple as one dollar multiplied like the 
boy’s loaves and fish to meet the needs of a multitude. 

To every one of you who give faithfully to support our planters, thank you!  To every partner church that has 
committed to shoulder a portion of the financial needs of a new church, thank you!  To those who are attending 
one of those new churches and faithfully giving your tithes and offerings to its ministry, thank you!     

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be 

poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. Luke 6:38 

By George . . . 



PO Box 92 
Edmonds, WA 
98020-0092 

 

Give a gift that changes lives.  
 
Mail:  Send a check payable to CEA in the envelope provided .  
Designate gifts for specific projects/planters on the memo line of 
your check.  
(Mail all contributions to PO Box 92, Edmonds WA 98020). 

 
Online:  Go to www.theCEA.org and click the “Give” link.  Give 
a one-time gift or set up a monthly recurring gift. 

 
Legacy Gifts:  Consider making a gift in memory of a deceased 
loved one or friend you’d like to honor.  Your grateful gift could 
mean eternity for the life of someone far from God.    
 
Donate:  Stocks, bonds or real property.   
 
Shop Amazon Smiles:  Go to smile.amazon.com, sign into 
your  Amazon account and select the Christian Evangelistic 
Association / Edmonds, WA.  Amazon will donate 1/2% of your 
purchase total to CEA. 

 
The CEA is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Contributions are 

tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law. 
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Staff:Staff:Staff:Staff:    
Dr. George Johnson 
Executive Director 
george@theCEA.org 

 
Dr. Tony Nelson 
Regional Director 
tony@theCEA.org 

 
Jim & Leslie Penhollow 
Planter Care Directors 

jim@theCEA.org 
leslie@theCEA.org 

 
Dottie Johnson 

Executive Assistant 
dottie@theCEA.org 


